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SAFE IkOME PROGRAM

FACT SHEET #3 HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE

Why Should | Be Concerned?

Look inyour garage, your basement, or under your kitchen sink. Many productsfoundin
househol dsmay poseathreat to your family’sheath. These products can a so contaminate
ground and surfacewater if improperly handled. Harmful productsincludedrain cleaners,
oven cleaners, art supplies, lead-based paint, paint remover, solvents, motor oil, antifreeze
and pedticides.

Thepurposeof thisfact sheet isto help you identify and properly dispose of haz-
ardouswastesin your home. It will alsohelp you identify safealter nativesto many
hazar dousproductsused in and around homes.

What Makes a Substance Hazardous?

A substanceisconsidered hazardousif it isflammable, corrosive, toxic or can explode. If
hazardous substances are poured into asewer or septic system they can disrupt thefunction
of thetreatment plant or septic system. Disposed of inthetrash,
they can harm waste handlersor be spilled. And when they
reach alandfill, they can contaminateground water. Ina
residential fire, stored chemicalscould cause explosonsor
rel easetoxic fumesthat could injure occupantsand
firefighters

L ook at thelabelsof the productsin your home.
Ingredientssuch aslye, petroleum distill ates, phenolsand
trichlorobenzeneindicate that the products pose athreat to
your hedlth and theenvironment.

Didyou know productswith hazardousingredientsmust bear alabel showing thetoxicity of
the product?Warning label son containers can give you information on the threats posed by
the contents. Thelevelsof hazard areindicated by theterms

DANGER-POISON, WARNING, and CAUTION. The chart on the next page
showsthethreats associated with products bearing theselabels.
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¢ Danger - Poison: Substancesthat are
extremey flammable, toxic, or corrosive

¢ Warning: Moderately toxic substances

¢ Caution: Slightly toxic substances

Becauseyou want to protect your family’s health and reduce threatsto ground water, read
labelsbefor eyou makea purchase, and purchasetheleast toxic chemical that can
dothejob.

Here are someexamples of common household products and the specific hazardous
substancesthey contain.

¢ Oven cleanerscontain lye, naphtha, petroleum digtillatesand methylenechloride.
Theseingredients can causerespiratory distress, or burnthe skin, and can affect the
liver and kidneys. Some of these chemical s can accumulate in sediments, plants and
animals.

¢ Paint thinner scontain toluene, acetone, napthalene, and other ingredients. Thesecan
causedizziness, eyeand throat irritation, and lung and kidney damage. Thesechemicals
accumulatein theenvironment and harm agueticlife.

¢ Toilet bowl cleaner scontain sodium hydroxide, chlorinated phenolsand complex
phosphates. These chemicalsaretoxic and corrosive. Long-term exposure causes
headaches, and liver and kidney damage. Some of these chemicasbuild up infatty
tissuesof wildlifeand humans. Productswith bluedye contain chromium, whichistoxic.

Disposal of Household Hazardous Wastes

Thedisposal of household hazardouswastesisadifficult problem; wastes should not be
poured on theground, into asewer or septic system or sent to atown landfill. Infact, the
only safeway to dispose of many substancesistoturntheminon

household hazardouswaste collection days. Unfortunately, few
townsin Mainehold collection days because of the
expense. Tak toyour town officidlsand statelegida
torsabout the need for household hazardouswaste
collection programs. Providing asafe method of
disposa protectshomeownersand the environment.

What canyou do with your hazardouswastes until
proper disposal can bearranged? Depending upon
the substance, you may have afew options.

Firgt, try to prevent adisposal problem from ever occurring. Before you buy any product
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with hazardousingredients, ask yourself thesequestions:

¢ Dol really need thisproduct? For example, isaspecial toilet bowl cleaner redly
necessary?

Istherealesstoxic product | could use?

How much do | need? Isthisjust enough to dothejob, or will
| haveleftover product?

¢
¢

Recycling
¢ Motor ail: Many townsand someautomobilerepair shopswill take used motor oil to

burnin specid heatersor to sendinfor recycling.
¢ Antifreeze: Sometownsrecycleantifreeze. Also, you canreuseantifreeze; strainit
through apair of nylonsand mix with fresh antifreeze. DO NOT leaveoutsideto
evaporate. Antifreezetastes sweet to children and animasbut isHIGHLY TOXIC!
Disposal inaseptic system or sewer system may kill the bacteriathat makethese
systemsfunction properly.
Oldgasoline: Mix onepart old gaswith five partsfresh gasand usenormally.
All other materias: If the substance has not become unusable, shareit with friendsor
family.
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Disposal
¢ Leftover paint: Openthepaint can and allow the paint to evaporatein awell-ventilated
areaaway from children. The can may then be disposed of inalandfill.

Examples of Less Toxic Alternatives for Some Household Products

¢ Ant Control Products Pour alineof cream of tartar, red chili powder, paprika, or dried peppermint
leavesat point of entry.

¢ FleaControl Products  Givepetsnutritional yeast, garlictablets, or vitamin B as preventatives; prepare
herbal bathswith fennel, rue or rosemary torepel fless.

¢ Deodorizers Usean open box of baking sodain your refrigerator or closets; for rooms,
simmer cinnamon and clovesinwater or place potpourri (herbsor dried flowers
treated with scented ils) in open dishes.

¢ FurnitureWoodPolish ~ Rub furniturewith 1 tablespoon of lemon oil mixedin onepint of minera ail.

¢ DranCleaners Useaplunger, then add 1/4 cup baking sodafollowed by 1/2 cup vinegar; let Sit
for 15 minutesthen rinsewith 2 quartsof boiling water.

¢ GlassCleaners Use 2 tablespoonsof vinegar in 1 quart of water.

¢ Carpet Spot Cleaner Apply club sodaimmediately, blot dry, thenrepeat. Or sprinklewith cornmeal
and corngtarch and vacuum after 30 minutes.

¢ Toilet Bowl Cleaner Use baking sodaand vinegar or anon-chlorinated scouring powder.

¢ ChlorineBleach Use oxygen bleaches or borax.




Household Hazardous Waste Wor ksheet

Filling out thisworksheet will help you ratethethreat that hazardous household material sposeto your drinking water. A low risk meansthat
you are handling hazardous materiassafely. A high risk indicatesthat you should change how you manage hazardous substancesto protect ground
water and your family’shedth.

Choosethe answer that best describesyour situation.

HomeActivities High Risk M oder ate-High Risk L ow-Moder ate Risk L ow Risk Your Rank
4 3 2 @)
Many toxic products Many toxic materids Few toxic products used Very fewtoxic
used (pesticides, paint used in home, products inthehome, cleaners, productsinthehome,
thinners, polishes, spot storedinunlabeled paints, thinners, and non-toxic productsused
Materials removers), many toxic containers pesticides purchased whenpossble
Used materialsstored, toxic only asneeded
materidspurchasedin
largequantitiesto
savemoney
Dumped in sawer, Put in containersfor Used up, givenaway, or | Used up, given away, or
Material septic system, storm landfillingor safely stored recycled. Few, if any,
Disposal drain, or ontheground incineration toxic products pur-
chased
Storedineasily acces- Stored indoorsout of Storedinlocked Nonestored
, sblearea, |abelsmiss- reach of childrenand cabinetin spill-proof
Material ing, used oil or anti- pets, |abelstattered containers, origind
Storage freezein open contain- |labelsintact
ers
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